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Last week, the United Agricultural Workers Union Federation (CSUTCB) announced plans to set
up blockades on highways and railroads on May 13. The Federation opposes a recent decision by
the national congress which authorizes training by US military personnel of Bolivian army troops to
participate in anti-drug operations. The CSUTCB said that about 60,000 coca producer households
in the Chapare and surrounding regions will be affected by the "military incursion." On May 7,
Interior Minister Carlos Saavedra told reporters that the government will take action to prevent the
blockade, and gave the CSUTCB 48 hours to resolve the conflict "by dialogue." Unidentified official
sources quoted by the Agence France-Presse said that in the event the talks fail, the government will
proceed to detain union members who support and organize the blockade on charges of incitement
to violence and subversion. Last week, armed forces commander Gen. Jorge Moreira said that the
military will guarantee free transit on all roadways throughout the country. (Basic data from AFP,
05/07/91)
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